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English

KS3
The KS3 English curriculum is designed to expose students to a variety of texts (both fiction and non-fiction), genres, themes and writers to allow students to explore both language and structure. The variety of texts ensures students are able to explore literature and language in different contexts and build a strong foundation of knowledge in preparation for texts studied at KS4. 
Year 7 -  A variety of short stories, exploring poetry from other cultures and study of a modern novel called ‘My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece’. 
Year 8 - Writing detective fiction, World War One in Their Own Words (including War Poetry), Shakespeare's 'Much Ado About Nothing' and the play adaptation of Malorie Blackman's 'Noughts and Crosses'
Across these topics, students also focus on writing their own descriptions, narratives, articles, speeches and letters. 
The knowledge organisers are used as part of the 5-a-day activity to support the retention of knowledge and retrieval. KS3 students are also given two mid-year assessments and two end of year assessments. This is to support in class intervention, wider school intervention, feedback and setting. Students are given a Question Level Analysis after these assessments so they can identify their own areas of strengths and areas for improvement. These are then used by staff to inform lesson planning.
Homework is completed via Bedrock Learning which is a tailored and personalised literacy programme to support students’ reading and understanding of vocabulary. Alongside this, they also complete a 10 question quiz on Show My Homework which is based on a section of the Knowledge Organiser for that term. 

KS4
Students study both English Language and English Literature at KS4, developing the core skills they have gained in reading and writing at KS3. Students are examined at the end of year 11, completing both GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature with the AQA exam board. They sit two written exams for each qualification as well as completing a non-exam assessment in spoken language. For this, they research, plan and deliver a presentation to the rest of their class on a topic of their choice. 
The English Language course enables students to explore a range of topics such as appearances, the environment, relationships and revenge while developing their reading and writing skills.
· Reading comprehension 
· Language analysis  
· Structural analysis  
· Making comparisons  
· Evaluating  
· Learning new vocabulary  
· Writing stories & descriptions  
· Writing articles, letters, essays, speeches and the text for leaflets.   
· Presenting on an issue and answering related questions.  

The English Literature course gives students the opportunity to read drama, prose and poetry. They are required to explore both pre-studied and unseen texts.  

· Macbeth  
· A Christmas Carol
· An Inspector Calls  
· Power & Conflict Poetry  
· Unseen Poetry  

Regular assessments are scheduled throughout KS4, providing opportunities for students to reflect on their strengths and areas for development. The majority of these assessments, which take the form of practice exam questions, are completed in class. In year 9 and 10, students complete end of year exams in the hall and in year 11, students sit two lots of formal mock exams to prepare them for their GCSEs in the summer. 

In year 9, students continue using Bedrock for their home learning as well as completing booklets designed to improve their comprehension, reading fluency and analytical skills. In years 10 and 11, students complete booklets for both Language and Literature. The English Language homework booklets consist of comprehension, inference, analytical and evaluative questions based on short extracts as well as spelling, punctuation and grammar exercises. The English Literature homework booklets contain recall questions to support the revision of set texts and gap fills to support the retention of key quotes. 

KS5
At KS5, we offer A level English Literature and A level English Language.
Successful applicants for each course are timetabled 10 hours of formal lesson time per fortnight. They are also expected to complete a further 10 hours of home learning. This is a mixture of guided and independent reading, research, planning and essay writing. 
The Edexcel English Literature A Level is offered to students who achieve a grade 6 or above at GCSE. This course encourages students to engage with a wide range of Literature on a deeper level, fostering debate and forming critical interpretations. To gain this qualification, students complete one piece of independent coursework (worth 20% of the A Level) comparing two texts. At The Bourne Academy, we study one ‘anchor’ text in class and the students are allowed a free choice for their second. Finally, at the end of the two-year course, the students sit three terminal exams: drama, prose, and poetry, based around the collection of texts studied.
· ‘Frankenstein’- Mary Shelley 
· ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’- Margaret Atwood 
· ‘Othello’- William Shakespeare 
· ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’- Tennessee Williams
· ‘English Romantic Verse’- various
· ‘Poems of the Decade’- various  
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